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Reconsidering the Source of Value and Surplus Value in the Age of Artificial Intelligence
LiuRu Li Chaoyang

Abstract: The fourth scientific and technological revolution, characterized by the high integration of
digitalization, networking and intelligence, has led human production systems to step into the intelligent era.
Artificial intelligence machines quickly embed themselves in the production of material and non-material means.
Eventually, the mode of commodity production has been reshaped, and unprecedented social productive forces
has been unleashed. However, in this process, human labor is replaced on a large scale while the total amount of
commodity value increases substantially, which challenging the Marx’s labor theory of value distinctly. It seems
that intelligent machines have become a value entity and also create value. Virtually, intelligent machines, as the
labor materials which human materialized labor embeds in, are merely material conditions for wealth production
and value creation in the era of artificial intelligence. It is intelligent machines that cannot create value by
themselves. Living labor is still the only source of value, and surplus labor is still the only source of surplus value.
The exploitation of employees is further strengthened with the assistance of intelligent machines under the logic
of capital. Therefore, instead of subverting Marx’s labor theory of value as well as the theory of surplus value
based on it, the development and industrial application of artificial intelligence technology has further confirmed
the scientific and contemporary theoretical connotation of these theories.
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